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Election Overview

Offices & Deadlines

Important Filing Documents

Election Night & Certification

Wrap-up & Questions

Seminar Agenda
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Election
Overview

~445,000 registered voters

Over 140 Federal, State and Local 
Offices

49 Vote Centers

~57 Ballot Dropbox Locations

~72% turnout

November 3, 2026 Election Overview
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• All elected officials and candidates will now have 
their residence address, telephone number, and 
email address appearing on their affidavit of 
registration made confidential

o Nothing changes for individuals already 
registered as confidential voters

o Confidential Voters cannot vote normally at a 
voter center and the Vote-by-Mail ballot arrives 
in a different envelope

• Candidates / Elected Officials may elect to opt out of 
the confidentiality by filing a letter with our office or 
when filing as a candidate

• Above information shall remain confidential until:

o Elected Official: No longer holds office

o Candidate: Winning candidate takes office

Elected Officials and Voter Registration

*NEW LAW* Elections Code 2166.9
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Candidate Filing Period:
July 13, 2026 – August 7, 2026
(E-113 to E-88)

Extended Candidate Filing Period:
August 8, 2026 – August 12, 2026
(E-87 to E-83)

Write-in Candidate Filing Period:
September 7, 2026 – October 20, 2026
(E-57 to E-14)

Jul

Aug

Sep

Important Filing Deadlines
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Code of Fair Campaign Practices (Voluntary)

Permission to Post Campaign Information on County Website

Nomination Papers 

Character-Based Name Form

Candidate Statement of Qualifications Form 
(If the candidate publishes a candidate statement.)

Ballot Designation Worksheet

Candidate Registration Form

Declaration of Candidacy 

Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700)

Important Filing Documents 
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Candidate Registration Form
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Information will appear in 
Candidate Roster on 

www.smcacre.gov/elections
under Current Election

Permission to Post Campaign Information on 
San Mateo County’s Website
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Sample Roster of Candidates 
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For guidelines on gathering signatures, refer to the Candidate Guide.

July 13, 2026 – August 7, 2026

Nomination Papers

County/Local Offices:
• City Council: Contact City 

Clerk
• San Mateo Harbor District:

25-50
• Midpeninsula Regional Open 

Space District: Contact 
District Clerk

• Other Special Districts: Not 
Required

• School Districts: Not 
Required
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Declaration of Candidacy

City, School, and Special District Candidates CAN withdraw candidacy up to August 7th at 5 p.m. 
by filing a statement of withdrawal with our office / Clerk
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The ballot designation will not be accepted if it:

misleads the voter.

suggests an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, expert, virtuous or 
eminent.

abbreviates the word "retired" or places it following any word or words which it modifies.

uses a word or prefix such as "former" or "ex-," which means a prior status.  The only 
exception is the use of the word "retired."

uses the name of any political party, whether or not it has qualified for the ballot.

uses a word or words referring to a racial, religious or ethnic group.

refers to any activity prohibited by law.

A Ballot Designation will appear under the candidate’s name on the official ballot. 

A candidate can use his or her elective city, county, district, state, or federal office which the 
candidate holds at the time of filing the nomination documents to which he or she was elected 
by vote of the people as his or her Ballot Designation. A candidate can also use not more than 
three words describing his or her current principal profession, vocation or occupation as his or 
her Ballot Designation. 

Ballot Designation
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Ballot Designation Worksheet
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Character-based name given at birth.

Adopted character-based name.  
The name has to be used for at least 
two years.

No character-based name.  A 
transliteration of your name in 
Chinese will be provided. 

Candidates need to provide copies of 
proof of their character-based names.

Character-Based Name Form
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Code of Fair Campaign Practices

Voluntary to sign for all State and Local 
candidates.
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Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700)
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• Candidate Statement is optional

• When to file: 
• When filing your nomination papers
• If no nomination requirement: 

5 p.m. on August 7 is last day to file

• How to file: 
Submit both hardcopy and an electronic 
Word document. 

• Withdrawal deadline: 
August 10, 2026 (Next working day 
after the close of the nomination 
period.) August 13 for extended offices

Candidate Statement

Candidate CANNOT CHANGE
Candidate Statement once filed.



1818

Final cost determined after 
the election

• If more than the deposit, then invoice 
will be issued to candidate.

• If less than the deposit, then refund will 
be issued.

Estimated before the election

• Estimate includes cost of printing the 
entire page and translation in Spanish, 
Chinese and Filipino.

• Estimate based on multiple candidates 
sharing the cost of a full page printing.

• If only one candidate submits a 
statement, that candidate will be 
required to pay for the entire page.

• Make check payable to “San Mateo 
County Elections”

• City candidates pay directly to City 
Clerk

Candidate Statement Costs
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Fictitious Samples of Candidate Statements

Candidate Statement of Qualifications Form
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Translation
Translated into Spanish, Chinese and Filipino

Candidate Statement

Candidate Statements

Mga Pahayag ng Kandidato

Declaraciones de los Candidatos

候選人聲明

Word Count
• 200 words 

• Name, occupation and age are not counted

• General word count guidelines can be found in 
California Elections Code §9 and in the Candidate Guide 
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• Punctuation is not counted.  This refers to the following symbols: , . : ; ! ? ( ) [ ] ’ ”

• Symbols such as $, #, * and % are not counted as separate words.

• All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be counted as one word.  
Examples are: City and County of San Francisco, San Mateo County Charter and John 
Charles Fremont.

• Each abbreviation or acronym for a word, phrase or expression shall be counted as 
one word, such as Feb. (February), Wed. (Wednesday), NASA, e.g., i.e., J.D., PhD. 
and K-8.

• Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary 
published in the United States at any time within the ten calendar years immediately 
preceding the election for which the words are counted, including a generally available 
standard reference dictionary published online, shall be counted as one word.  Each 
part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word.  The Chief 
Elections Officer retains discretion to determine whether a word is included in a 
standard reference dictionary for these purposes.

• Dates shall be counted as one word, whether purely numeric (06/14/1846) or otherwise 
(July 4, 1776; September eighth; nineteen sixty-six).

Word Count Guidelines
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• Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be counted one word (100; 3; 525,600).  

• Any number which is spelled, such as “one,” shall be counted as a separate word or 
words.  One will be counted as one word, while one hundred will be counted as two 
words and five hundred thousand as three words.

• Telephone numbers will be counted as one word.

• Website addresses and email addresses will be counted as one word.

• In an itemized list, headers such as “A.)” or “1)” will be counted as one word.  Bullet 
points will not be counted as a separate word.

• Name, age and occupation located in the header of a candidate statement only are not 
counted towards the word count.

• If the text exceeds the word limit, the author will be asked to rewrite the text to bring the 
total number of words within the required word limit.  If the author refuses to alter the 
text in this manner, any words after the total number of permitted words, as determined 
by the Elections Office, shall be omitted.

Word Count Guidelines (continued)
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• Times New Roman
• Uniform font size
• Formatted to fit within ¼ or ½ page
• Translated into Spanish, Chinese 

and Filipino

• Text document

• Paragraph format

• Special characters

• Non-standard fonts

• Underline, bold or italics

• Non-standard spacing

• Bullets or numbered lists

Candidate Statement Printing Format

Submitted

YESYES

NONO

Printed



2424

August 7 – August 17, 2026
(E-88 to E-78)

• Starts at 5 p.m. the day 
filing closes

• Public can view Candidate 
Statements at filing office

• If statement is found to be 
misleading or inaccurate, 
statement can be challenged

10-Day Public Review Period

X X

X X X X X X X

X X
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If we do not hear from candidates, we will 
proceed as though everything is correct

Layout may change depending on page 
consolidation

• One business day to review documents

• Will only make corrections when there is a 
content (not including format and layout) 
difference between our PDF file and your 
submitted hard copy statement

• Documents are translated by certified 
translators

24

24-hour candidate review for each language

24-Hour Candidate Review Period
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• The County Sample Ballot & Official 
Voter Information Pamphlet will be 
mailed to each voter who is 
registered at least 29 days prior to 
the election by October 13, 
2026 (E-21).

• Voters with Spanish, Chinese, 
Filipino language preference will 
receive English pamphlets first and 
then the language ones.

Mailing of Sample Ballot & Official Voter Information 
Pamphlet
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Randomized Alphabet Drawing 
August 13, 2026 (E-82) at 11 a.m.

Secretary of State Drawing Determines 
Order of Names on Ballot

Official Ballot – SOS Random Alphabet Drawing
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1. Sue Miller 
2. Jack Kowalski
3. Tom Smith 
4. Maggie Hu Stern (indicated Stern as last name during filing period) 
5. Mary Diaz 

G1

L7

Z13

T19

C2

F8

K14

E20

M3

H9

S15

D21

R4

W10

B16

J22

I5

Y11

P17

A23

O6

V12

X18

N24

U25 Q26

Randomized Alphabet Drawing for 
Order of Candidates’ Names on Ballot

Randomized Alphabet Drawing
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 State and Judicial Candidates file the original with the Secretary of State.

 Local Candidates file with County Elections Official or relevant City Clerk

 File every election.

 Must be filed before you raise or spend money including personal funds in 
connection with a new election even if you are seeking re-election for the same 
office.

FPPC

 FPPC Advice Line: 1 (866) ASK-FPPC (275-3772)
9:00 AM - 11:30 AM, Monday through Thursday

 FPPC Advice Email: advice@fppc.ca.gov

 San Mateo County Netfile: https://netfile.com/public/MAT/campaign

Fair Political Practices Commission

Candidate Intention FormForm 501

FPPC Filings
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 File if you spend or receive $2,000 or more.

 File the original and one copy with the Secretary of State.

 Local candidates file a copy with the County Elections Office or relevant City 
Clerk

 After you file Form 410, the Secretary of State will assign your committee an 
FPPC ID number.  You will use this number on your campaign finance reports.

Form 410 Statement of Organization

Forming a Campaign Committee
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File twice pre-election: 

September 24, 2026 (E-40) and October 22, 2026 (E-12) AND

File twice semi-annually: 

January 31 and August 1

 Electronic Filers: Electronically file with the Elections Office via Netfile, and send 
the Secretary of State one copy.

 Non-Electronic Filers: Send the original and one copy to the Secretary of State, 
and send the County Elections Official one copy.

 Local Candidates: File with the County Elections Office or relevant City Clerk

Campaign StatementForm 460

Maintaining a Committee
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Form 470

 Send written notice within 48 hours if you spend or receive $2,000 or more after 
filing Form 470 to the Secretary of State, the County Elections Official/City Clerk and 
every other candidate seeking the same office. (Contact us for candidate 
addresses.)

 The notice must be sent by guaranteed overnight delivery service, personal delivery, 
fax or email. Regular mail may not be used.

 Also file Form 410.

Supplement

 File if you spend or receive under $2,000

 State and Judicial Candidates file the original and a copy with the Secretary 
of State.

 Local Candidates file a copy with the County Elections Official or relevant 
City Clerk

 Filed during Candidate Filing period or as a first pre-election statements (E-40)

Form 470 Candidate/Officeholder Statement

Candidates Without a Committee
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 File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is received from a 
single source within the 90 days before an election.

 File within 24 hours.

 File electronically with the Secretary of State.

 Local candidates file with the County Elections Office or relevant City 
Clerk

 Contributions listed on Form 497 must also be reported on the next regular 
campaign statement (Form 460).

24-Hour Contribution ReportForm 497

Late Contribution Report
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 Filed all required campaign statements

 Final campaign statement has a $0 balance

 Do not anticipate receiving further contributions

 Do not anticipate making further expenditure

 Not expecting a refund for candidate statement paid from committee funds

When

How

 File Form 410 Termination – Original with the Secretary of State and a copy with the 
County Elections Office / City Clerk

 Form 460 Termination – File original with County Elections Office / City Clerk

Terminating a Committee

To Terminate

To Terminate



3535

Voter Data

If you have questions about or 
are interested in purchasing 
Voter Data, please contact 
Hillary O'Connor

Elections Specialist
data@smcacre.gov
(650) 312-5294
(650) 312-5348  Fax

40 Tower Road
San Mateo, CA 94402
www.smcacre.gov
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Sign up to receive email alerts on 

www.smcacre.gov

Semi-Official Results      
• 8:10 p.m. Vote by Mail results

• 9:00 p.m. Vote Center Votes
(Updated every hour until completion)

Get Election Results

Election Night Results Reporting
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Certification
December 3, 
2026 (E+30)

Election Results Certification 
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New AI Threats

Emergence of AI Attacks  
 Demonstrate the ability to perform professional level 

penetration of networks and systems

 Analyze network architectures and identify potential 
weaknesses.

 Network enumeration and mapping.

 Identification of exposed services and misconfigurations.

 Correlation of publicly available information for targeting 
purposes.

Impact to Candidates/Candidate Filing?
 Exposure of sensitive information 

(PII, financial disclosures, campaign-related records)

What can you do?

Protect your information, use strong passwords 
(123password not recommended!)

Don’t share your password

Use multifactor authentication
(okta verify, google authenticator etc)
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Thank You!

Austin Smith
(650) 312-5399

candidateservices@smcare.gov

Candidate Guide
www.smcacre.gov
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Signatures in Lieu of Filing Fee

December 19, 2025 – February 4, 2026
E-165 to E-118

A candidate may submit a petition 
containing signatures of 
registered voters in lieu of paying 
a filing fee to run for office. Any 
registered voter may sign a 
Signatures in Lieu of Filing Fee 
Petition for any candidate for 
whom he or she is eligible to vote.

All validated signatures on a 
Signatures in Lieu of Filing Fee 
Petition shall be credited towards 
the number of voters required to 
sign the candidate’s Nomination 
Paper.
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December 19, 2025 – February 4, 2026
E-165 to E-118

California Secretary of State 
PETITION IN LIEU OF FILING FEE – For Use Only During the Signature in Lieu Filing Fee Period (Sept. 14 - Nov. 8, 2023) 
Voter-Nominated Office 
March 5, 2024, Presidential Primary Election (Elections Code §§ 100, 104, 8041, 8061, 8106, 8106.5; Code of Civil Procedure § 2015.5) 

For County 
Elections and 
Secretary of 
State Officials 
USE ONLY 

! 
 

Official Filing Form 

 

Filed in County of: ___________________ 

 

 

  County Elections Official    County Elections Official    

 
By: ____________________ 

Date Issued: ___________ 
 

By: ____________________ 

Date Received: ___________ 
 

 Secretary of State Official  
 

 

Please Complete Affidavit of Circulator on Reverse Side 
NOTE: Valid signatures on this form shall be applied toward nomination signature requirements pursuant to Elections Code section 8061, if submitted by November 8, 2023. 

Candidate 
Name, Office, 
and Signer’s 
County of 
Residence 

1 

 
I, the undersigned signer for  , for nomination to the 

Name of Candidate 
 
office of _______________________________,  to be voted for at the Presidential Primary Election to be held on March 5, 2024, hereby assert 
as follows: 
 
I am a resident of    County and am registered to vote at the address 
shown on this paper. I am not at this time a signer of any other nomination paper of any other candidate for the above-named office. 
 
My residence is correctly set forth after my signature hereto: 

 

PRECINCT 
(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

NAME RESIDENCE (As Registered - No P.O. BOX) 
VERIFICATION 

(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

 

Print: 
1 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
2 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
3 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
4 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
5 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
6 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
7 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
8 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

  

California Secretary of State 
PETITION IN LIEU OF FILING FEE – For Use Only During the Signature in Lieu Filing Fee Period (Sept. 14 - Nov. 8, 2023) 
Voter-Nominated Office 
March 5, 2024, Presidential Primary Election (Elections Code §§ 100, 104, 8041, 8061, 8106, 8106.5; Code of Civil Procedure § 2015.5) 

For County 
Elections and 
Secretary of 
State Officials 
USE ONLY 

! 
 

Official Filing Form 

 

Filed in County of: ___________________ 

 

 

  County Elections Official    County Elections Official    

 
By: ____________________ 

Date Issued: ___________ 
 

By: ____________________ 

Date Received: ___________ 
 

 Secretary of State Official  
 

 

Please Complete Affidavit of Circulator on Reverse Side 
NOTE: Valid signatures on this form shall be applied toward nomination signature requirements pursuant to Elections Code section 8061, if submitted by November 8, 2023. 

Candidate 
Name, Office, 
and Signer’s 
County of 
Residence 

1 

 
I, the undersigned signer for  , for nomination to the 

Name of Candidate 
 
office of _______________________________,  to be voted for at the Presidential Primary Election to be held on March 5, 2024, hereby assert 
as follows: 
 
I am a resident of    County and am registered to vote at the address 
shown on this paper. I am not at this time a signer of any other nomination paper of any other candidate for the above-named office. 
 
My residence is correctly set forth after my signature hereto: 

 

PRECINCT 
(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

NAME RESIDENCE (As Registered - No P.O. BOX) 
VERIFICATION 

(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

 

Print: 
1 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
2 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
3 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
4 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
5 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
6 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
7 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
8 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

  

 

 
PRECINCT 

(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

NAME RESIDENCE (As Registered - No P.O. BOX) 
VERIFICATION 

(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

 

Print: 
9 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
10 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Affidavit of 
Circulator 
(to be 
completed in 
circulator’s 
own hand) 

2 

 

I,  , solemnly swear (or affirm) all of the following:  
Print Name 

 
1. That I am 18 years of age or older. 

 
2. That my residence address, including street and number, is  . 

[If no street or number exists, a designation of my residence adequate to readily ascertain its location is: __________________________  
_____________________________________________________. ] 
 

3. That the signatures on this section of the nomination paper were obtained between  , 20____, 
Month and Day 

 
and  , 20____; that I circulated this section and I witnessed the signatures on this section of the 

Month and Day 
 
nomination paper being written; and that, to the best of my information and belief, each signature is the genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be. 

 
I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  

 
Dated this  day of  , 20 

 X 
 

  Signature of Circulator 

 

 

(TO BE ENTERED BY ELECTIONS OFFICIAL AFTER VERIFICATION) 
Number of Valid Signatures on this Section: 
Date: 
By: 

 
WARNING: Every person acting on behalf of a candidate is guilty of a 
misdemeanor who deliberately fails to file at the proper time and in the proper 
place any nomination paper in the person’s possession that is entitled to be filed 
under the provisions of the Elections Code. (Elections Code § 18202.) 

 

 
 

 

Notary Public 
or 
Other Officer 

3 

  

  A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed the document to which 
this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

 

 State of California 
County of  

     
 Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on this  day of  , 20  , by  
  , proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) who appeared before me.  
 

 

 

  

 
(Notary Public Seal) 

Signature of Notary Public 
(or other officer) 

  

  

 
Examined and certified by me this  day of  , 20   

 
                                       County Elections Official  

 

 
PRECINCT 

(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

NAME RESIDENCE (As Registered - No P.O. BOX) 
VERIFICATION 

(to be entered by 
Elections Official) 

 

Print: 
9 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Print: 
10 

Residence Address ONLY: 

 
Signature: City or Town: 

 

Affidavit of 
Circulator 
(to be 
completed in 
circulator’s 
own hand) 

2 

 

I,  , solemnly swear (or affirm) all of the following:  
Print Name 

 
1. That I am 18 years of age or older. 

 
2. That my residence address, including street and number, is  . 

[If no street or number exists, a designation of my residence adequate to readily ascertain its location is: __________________________  
_____________________________________________________. ] 
 

3. That the signatures on this section of the nomination paper were obtained between  , 20____, 
Month and Day 

 
and  , 20____; that I circulated this section and I witnessed the signatures on this section of the 

Month and Day 
 
nomination paper being written; and that, to the best of my information and belief, each signature is the genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be. 

 
I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  

 
Dated this  day of  , 20 

 X 
 

  Signature of Circulator 

 

 

(TO BE ENTERED BY ELECTIONS OFFICIAL AFTER VERIFICATION) 
Number of Valid Signatures on this Section: 
Date: 
By: 

 
WARNING: Every person acting on behalf of a candidate is guilty of a 
misdemeanor who deliberately fails to file at the proper time and in the proper 
place any nomination paper in the person’s possession that is entitled to be filed 
under the provisions of the Elections Code. (Elections Code § 18202.) 

 

 
 

 

Notary Public 
or 
Other Officer 

3 

  

  A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed the document to which 
this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

 

 State of California 
County of  

     
 Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on this  day of  , 20  , by  
  , proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) who appeared before me.  
 

 

 

  

 
(Notary Public Seal) 

Signature of Notary Public 
(or other officer) 

  

  

 
Examined and certified by me this  day of  , 20   

 
                                       County Elections Official  

Signatures in Lieu of Filing Fee


