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June 9, 2025

Ray Mueller

Supervisor, Third District
County of San Mateo
County Government Center
500 County Center, 5th Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063

Dear Supervisor Mueller:

Thank you for your letter of April 14, 2025, addressed to Director Tony Tavares regarding
the properties acquired by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for
the original Devil’s Slide Bypass Alignment of State Route 1. Caltrans recognizes the
heightened awareness to potential fire hazards which has been caused by the various
statewide wildfires over the past few years.

The properties are being actively maintained by Caltrans District 4. We have recently
met with an arborist who has developed a vegetation management proposal and has
begun invasive brush removal, ground fuel clearance, and canopy floor reduction
work. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal FIRE) has also
been consulted to provide input and guidance.

To manage fuels, Caltrans is currently working with a landscaper to perform weed
abatement, and to clear fallen bark, limbs, leaves and debris from the ground.
Caltrans District 4 is currently working on developing a special vegetation
management and mitigation project specifically for these properties. Caltrans is
moving forward to address the vegetation management in an expedited manner. We
are exploring contract options and will be pursuing a variety of avenues.

Caltrans recently received correspondence from Montara Water and Sanitary District
expressing interest in acquiring the properties originally intended for the former State
Route 1 Devil’s Slide Bypass Alignment. Once a Specific Plan, which is a specific
planning/zoning document, is prepared by San Mateo County and certified by the
California Coastal Commission, Caltrans will be able to dispose of these properties.
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Also, as you may be aware, San Mateo County Local Coastal Program Policies (LCP
11.33) require the preparation of a Linear Park and Trail Plan Overlay to be applied
over the original alignment before the properties can be sold. This coming fiscal year,
we anticipate the funding to initiate plan development.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Deputy
District Director for Right of Way and Land Surveys, Julie McDaniel, at
Julie.McDaniel@dot.ca.gov or 510-208-2736.

Sincerely,

David Ambueh!

David Ambuehl (Jun 11,2025 11:30 PDT)

DINA EL-TAWANSY
District Director
Caltrans District 4 — Bay Area

C: Senator Josh Becker
Assemblymember Marc Berman
Chris Chance, District 4 Branch Chief — Legislative Affairs
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